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The New Zealand Curriculum
A possible framework for curriculum design and review

1. Rationalisation of learning outcomes

Rationalisation begins with reaching answers to questions such as:

· What learning is important and relevant for our students in our community?  

· How much content should we attempt to cover, and in what depth? More of less, or more and more?  

· How will we entwine a future focus with the needs of our students today?

The possibilities are endless, yet focus requires a ‘big picture’ view, with priorities that are widely supported and accepted for the rich learning they can offer.

2. Teaching and learning

The impact of curriculum is dependent on the quality of teaching. Considerations of curriculum implementation require answers to questions such as:

· What characterises quality teaching in our school?

· What is the state of practice in our school? What motivates or demotivates teachers and students? How can we maximise motivation for everyone to learn and progress?

· Is teaching viewed mainly as an art, driven mainly by professional experience and intuition, or a science, driven mainly by inquiry and evidence? Or is it blend of the two? What is the nature of that blend, and what does it mean for practice in our school? 

3. School ownership

The New Zealand Curriculum purposely gives your school the flexibility to tailor teaching and learning, and content and contexts to the needs of their students, the expectations of the community, and the resources and opportunities within your reach. School ownership is set within the broad framework and core detail of The New Zealand Curriculum. You will need to carefully consider how to align intentions in each dimension: principles, values, key competencies and learning areas.

If your school has a strong sense of ownership over curriculum decisions, it is more likely to commit to those decisions. Since those decisions impact on student learning and achievement, you must accept that ownership is based on high levels of professional responsibility, good judgment and resourcefulness of thought and action. Ownership of decisions about the scope and direction of curriculum reaches a higher level when students themselves have a voice.

School ownership involves:

· securing widespread agreement on the most important aspects of students’ current and future learning needs

· including students’ voice in curriculum decisions

· selecting learning content and contexts that students find relevant and interesting 

· planning and organising programmes, teaching and learning in ways that maximise learning rather than coverage

· deciding what counts as progress and achievement, and how to gauge and discuss it. 

4. Community engagement

Engagement is a way of informing discussion and debate, shared understandings and mutual support among those who share responsibility for students’ educational and social well-being. 

Research shows that the relative and various influences of school, home, community and personal characteristics on student learning and achievement are largely inseparable. Students’ opportunities to learn and succeed are substantially dependent on schools, families, whanau, communities, iwi working together. The closer the mutually supportive engagement, the better. 

Active engagement involves:

· playing a part

· sharing and comparing information and ideas 

· listening, looking, discussing, debating, thinking, deciding and doing

· being interested and sustaining that interest.

Engagement shouldn’t be confused with consultation. Engagement, in a curricula sense, means showing interest and taking an active part in supporting the student’s learning. Consultation typically involves responding to a proposed position. 

This sheet is provided for schools to adapt and use as they engage in the process of designing and reviewing their school curriculum. 

More information and support can be found at http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/A-school-curriculum/Curriculum-design-and-review/
With thanks to Lester Flockton for his input.
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